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April let. iz the time %o commence romoving the hay covering from the irds,
s word of caution at this time.
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Next Lieating POT LUCK DIMER laroh 27, 19%8

Our next meeting will bo our annusl pot luck dinnor mesting,
Everyone ia urged to attend, Thero will be an onticing array

of home cooked hot dishes, salads, rolls and dessoris.

Gentlemen: bring yourselves, a big appetiie and $1.00 for oll

you can eat. Ladies st contributs food. If you have not

been contacied about what to bring oall Mrs. Maffets at U 9=4835,

We have a now meeting place this monih. It ia tho T,M.C.A.

at 1845 B. Lake., If it meets with your approval we will arrange
%0 hold the rest of our meetings there. It is contrally located
and should be sasy for everycnc to rsach, It is just o fow blooks
west of the Lake Street bridge.

Remember tho date, Mareh 27, 1958, at 6:3C PN, = BE PROLPT -
Everyone oome ond ningle with your Iris Scelety frionds.
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Gardening at Gables: G. D. Gable

To gorrect an error in the article last menth, tho iris mentioned
should have been Frances Craig. Fraunces Fay is a very find day-
1lily introduced last year.

So many folks ask, "that do you do %o get 2 lawn to grow like
that", or remaxk "I take good sare of ny iris but they don'i
grow like youra®™., Thore is ro secret and Itll txy %o answer
thoso gueastions ard axplain the routine werk that John and I
will do theae next thirty days.

As goon as the snow goes off wo will wait for o ¢old morning
when the ground is rozen and apply a dreesing of mineraliszed
loma, 5«10=5, to the lawn., No danger of burning ot this tine
of year and plenty of time to leach down <o the roois and bacome
available wheon growth starta.

Juat
If iris have been Yoo heavily covered with leaves

or too much bay, we may discover plants that are bleaohed out until almost white
end 1 so wo will give those planta time %o otart growing and a chavee to tuxm

graen before all of the hay covoring is renoved.

Ve learmed the hard way and had

vory few bloon stolks in one sestion of the display garden when we were toc esger

%o0.clean up. Those of you who grow mums should also exercise the same csution.
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Leave a protective cover of litter over your mums and wait unill the young shootis
turn dark green ond are almost two inches high beforc removing the litter., Uore
mums are killed by the sun in the spring after gardens are raked clean than are
lost by sold westher.

Some of the hey will be frozen dowm but we will remove all that will let go.
Leaving the hay on iris too long couses mildew aftor warm days. I belleve a
lot of the rot wiaris at this time,

After o few days the gorden will be sufficiently dry to start the final clean up.
Lock for wintoer injury to rhizomes. If soft spots are found we immediately
serape out the soft spots and treat with Carco X solution,

We then give the plants a good drenching with Carco X sclution applied with o
sprinkling can, Peonies, daylilies and phlox get the samo treatment, The
Gerden Encyclopedia advises a weak solution of Bordsau mixiture applied to phlox
and peouniez s soon as they stort coming up. zate or Captan are also very
good but then I would add Ovatron or llalathion to the solution to destroy red
gpider mites which hatch out very early in Spring.

I have found phlox plants less than one inch high in April with deformed leaves,
the undor side covered with red spider mites. All insects are easily killed
when they first hateh out and killing Jjust a fow is equivalent to thousands next
SUNNET e

We apply a side dressing of mineralized 5-10-5 Loma, keeping it at least three
inches away {rom the rhizomes. Bone wmeal or super phosphate are alsc good and
can be applied between the rhizomes in c¢lumps or rows without injury. Ve prefer
to fertilize clumps of iris the easy way with a Hozon siphon atiached to the
bose using Hyponex and Orthogro (liquid fish concentrate). Porhaps we use more
than the directions call for but we 1ift the siphon hose out of the solution and
ringe off the plants and saturate the soil thoroughly to got {the nutrients dowm
%o the roots so the fertilizer ls immedistely available, This liquid feoding
is done several times each Spring just before sproying for iris borer coantrol,
sspecially when the iris are sonding up their blocm stalks,

Iris borer eggs start hotching during the warm days in Spring and that is the
time to start the epray program., A three way solution can be mixed uaing DD
for iris borers, Parzate or Captan for leaf spot end Ovotran or Malathion for
red spider. Red apider mites are getiing to be quite & problem and by using
DDT we are upsetting the balance of nature,killing off the otheor insects and
permitting red spiders 4o increase so be sure to use sone insecticide to desiroy
the red spider when you use D.D.Te
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Sto Paul: W, G« Sindi

The last meediag in St. Paul brought out scwe pecple from that city with an
interest in Jvis. In foet a couple of them were intereasted enough to becone
members, We wolocnme you Mary and Hary, lMsry Shields snd Uary Chishelm are
not new to gawdening eircles sinece both have been very sstive members in the
Garden Club of Remsey County. Mary Shields at present is vice president and
Mary Chisholnm iz corrcsponding secretary.
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Just in case some pecple wonder about the status in the Sindt housshold as
reported in the last nows letter, I must say things are a bit hectic., Within
the past year our strest has been romamed for the boms (lir. MNoKnight of 311)
and cur rural status changed %o that of o village. So if anyone wishes %o
gend condolences {or cash) either address will still reach us. The house
number is atill thoe sameo,

Program for +the llarch meeting will be mostly food. The program committee did
think that a speaker with enough fire could not be obtained to keep such a
well fed audience awnke, Conseguently the program will be of the ecntertainment
type sc we should all have scme fun,
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Minnstonkas Pat Wysocky

The linnesota Peony Scelety will be hosts for the 54th annual National Peony

. Soeiety show this year. The Northwestern Bonk Building is where the show will
be held June 23 and 24 and will be tied in with the Illinnesota Contennial
Celebraticn, Headquarters for The Naiional Society will be the Curtis Notel
where the annual meeting and the banquoet will be held on June 23, llinnesota

- Centennial desoraticns will be used on the banquet table as well as at the show.

We were delighted 4o mce Japanose (Kasmpbari) Irts, as they never look hore but
avidently as thoy should lock, in the third Cinarama movie., These grow 4o &

huge size and were growa vight in the pool. All of us havs beem warned not %o
have these iris stand in water as they winter kill when tho water froeses

arcund them, Perhaps the anewer is that in arsas whore the winter freeze is

not as severv 28 here - grow them in water. In this area water them a lot but
don't put thom in a pool. Iun any cose they hate lime and love aluminium sulphate,
and they’re well worth apny extre effort thoy may require,
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South Side: L. V, Pranklin

Not much losal news from the fabuleous south side Iris paradise., Your south
gide reporier has been douring the exireme south end of his territory looking
for Iris.

We visited Texas, illew llexico, Arizona, and Old llexico and the only Iris we saw
waz in the garden of the old mission of Tumacacori, a short distance from Nogales
on the liexico border. They had made about three ineh growth and were just
labeled "Iris™, Tho gorden had besn rosiored as it was in the time of the
Sponish cocupatlon aud Iris were probably the varieties our grandmothers grew,.

e spent mest of our time in Ariscme and & goed bit of that in Phoenix., FPhoenix
is in a broad flat valley; at the north edge of town rises the high range of
hille called the Camelback lountains, Ceniral Avenue which divides the towm
into east and west ends iu o winding rocd which olimbs to the scenic heights
overlooking the clity, kmown as South Uountain Park. A long time ago the valley
botween wes a desers, then water from the men made lakes nearby turmed it into
orchords of oranges and grapefruit, Lore recently as tho population expanded
+hese orchards heve been divided into building lotse In cne of these rather
oxclusive subdivisions lives our former Iris Soclety treasurer, Jes. Fliegle.
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Joe and his wife were vacaticoning in 0ld lexico when we called so we could not
aslk them personally how they llked {thelir new land of sumshine, Ve took several
pictures of their long, low ranch type home with crange trees in the front yard
and 2 brigh% bleck of blooming lantana accenting the front onirance, Ve may be
able 4o show you ‘the slides sometine.

Thoenix, like [limneapolis; is surrounded by fast growing suburbs, TYoungiowm

is one of these. lrs. Leone Hanratly's sister, llrs. Bolin and her husband live
there. It is o town especially for retired folks. The day we called they wore
just driving out, on their woy %o o pienic at Scuth lountain., We promised o
call again on a trip we had planned to Joshua Troe llational lionument but wero
unable to make it, They did saoy they like Arizoma and they do live in a nice
new home on the zdge of the desewt with cll its charnm.

To those of you who have not seen the dosoert as it exists in Arigona and
inagine it as a vast sea of sand, we want to leave you with this plotures

Bvery type of cactus fron the giant Sagusro and tall Ocotillo and shorter
barzel cactus down through the Chella fomily, Jumping, silver, cane, peuneclil,
end teddy bear, cic., o the hedgehog and little pincushion types grow profusely
all over., They are interspersed wiih the bright grecn Palo Verde and darker
greon desert willow and mesguite, bushy <roes up to fifiteen feet or mors in
height. Then there is the salt bush, the oveosote bush, the descert broom and
the desert holly, lost all of these plants and shrubs bloom. They are scatiered
over the desort, not so olose as 4o be bushy but with rcoom snough %o walk ameng
them and eujoy them., That is the Axrizona desert,.
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Golden Valleys Alice Foss

A 351000 Tree

A Missouri nurseryuan heard of a morvelous apple tree in West Virginia which
preduced golden fruits insiesd of the usual red. Ie immediately paid $5,000
for the tree and buili a strong burglar-proof fence arcund it, Today this
Golden Delicicur is a populay apple!

A Gerpden Prayer at Easter

Help us, Lomd, +tu gracsp the mesuing of hoppy growinmg things, the wmystery of
opening bud and planied seed, that we moy weave it into the tissue of our falith
in life eternal. ,

From Gardem Foods and Foncces by Alfred Carl lottes

¥ ¥
Don't forget the next meeting - - Thursday, Uareh 27, 1958
POT LUCK = 6330 Pl

= BE PROUFT -



